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1  For an excellent analysis of the background and the contestation behind the installation of the statue, see 

Dorothea Mladenova: The Statue of Peace in Berlin: How the Nationalist Reading of Japan’s Wartime “Comfort 

Women” Backfired, in: Journal of Japan Focus, 20, 4, 1, 2022, pp. 1-28. 
2  This euphemism has been so controversial because the term, ‘comfort’ denotes ‘sexual comfort’ for the 

perpetrator. Many survivors have refused this term to identify themselves whereas scholars and activists have 

widely used it in quotation marks for its historical legacies.  
3 Mladenova: The Statue of Peace in Berlin. 
4 The name order of all Japanese persons except Japanese scholars who have published in English follows the 

Japanese traditional pattern; that is, the surname precedes the given name. 
5 Shirota’s resistance against sexual violence against women was her driving force to install a ‘comfort women’ 

memorial within the compound of Kanita, a women’s rehabilitation centre. On 15 August 1985, a wooden 

monument with the inscription of Chinkon no Hi [the Monument to alleviate the dead spirits] was erected on the 

top of the hill in Kanita by the Christian vicar, Fukatsu. He was convinced by Shirota that the installation of the 

monument was the best way to apologise to the ‘comfort women’ victims. Further, in pursuing to replace the 

wooden installation with a stone monument, she passionately initiated the stone monument movement through 

media interviews and fundraising, which culminated in her 1986 radio interview with TBS (Tokyo Broadcasting 

System). TBS launched the Kangaroo Campaign for her fundraising, and her interview program won an award.  
6  The United Nations’ Reports were submitted by Special Rapporteur, Ms. Radhika Coomaraswamy in 1994 

(https://docs.un.org/en/E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1) and by Ms. Gay McDougall in 1998 

(https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/257682?ln=en&v=pdf). McDougall provides legal definition of sexual slavery 

based on the 1926 Slavery Convention, which stipulates that “slavery” refers to “the status or condition of a person 

over whom any or all of the powers attaching to the rights of ownership are exercised, including sexual access 

through rape or other forms of sexual violence.” 
7 See Sachiyo Tsukamoto: The Counter-boomerang Effect of Transnational Revisionist Activism on the Memory 

of ‘Comfort Women’, in: Journal of Memory Studies, 15, 6, 2022, pp.1346-

1359 https://doi.org/10.1177/17506980221134907 . 
8 For more stories about Japanese ‘comfort women’ victims, see Appendix: Brief life Stories of some Japanese 

‘comfort Women’ in Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and Integrity. Tanaka Tami (pseudonym) confessed in 

1992 to Kawata Fumiko, a female journalist on the ‘Comfort women’ Hotline, which was set up after Kim Hak-

sun’s 1991 testimony. See Fumiko Kawata: Nihonjin 'Ianfu' Tanaka Tami san no Shogen [Testimony of a Japanese 

‘Comfort Woman,’ Tanaka Tami], Shukan Kinyobi, 1019, 5 December 2014, pp. 28-31. 
9 See the map of ‘comfort stations’ produced by the Women’s Active Museum on War and Peace (WAM) “based 

on intensive research of documents, including survivors’ testimonies, soldiers’ testimonies/memoirs, eyewitness 

reports, and official documents” (https://wam-peace.org/ianjo/wp-

content/uploads/2024/12/MAPofCS_EN_forUse_ver20241222.pdf). The Dutch victim-survivor-activist, Jan 

Ruff-O’Herne was among the first western survivors who broke their silence about their plights in ‘comfort 

stations’ in Indonesia, a Dutch colony during WWII. See Jan Ruff-O'Herne: Fifty Years of Silence, William 

Heinemann 2008. 
10 VAWWRAC (Ed.): Nihonjin 'Ianfu': Aikokushin to Jinshin Baibai to [Japanese 'Comfort Women': Nationalism 

and Trafficking], Gendai Shokan 2015; Caroline Norma: The Japanese Comfort Women and Sexual Slavery 

during the China and Pacific Wars, Bloomsbury Academic 2016; Sachiyo Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and 

Integrity: Stories of Japanese “Comfort Women”, Routledge 2022. 
11 Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and Integrity, p. 5. Nishino is the co-head of the Violence Against Women 

in War Research Action Center (VAWW RAC). Its predecessor was the Violence Against Women in War Network, 

Japan (VAWW-NET Japan), which organised the 2000 Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal on Japan’s 

 

https://docs.un.org/en/E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/257682?ln=en&v=pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/17506980221134907
https://wam-peace.org/ianjo/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/MAPofCS_EN_forUse_ver20241222.pdf
https://wam-peace.org/ianjo/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/MAPofCS_EN_forUse_ver20241222.pdf


 
 

11 
 

 
Military Sexual Slavery in Tokyo. The women’s tribunal indicted sixteen perpetrators including Emperor Hirohito 

and concluded that all of them were guilty. By including Japanese women as victims, Japan participated in the 

tribunal as the country of both the perpetrator and the victim of the military sexual slavery system. “It was the 

passion of VAWW-NET Japan. They were unable to work on behalf of Japanese victims because they had been 

extremely preoccupied with supporting non-Japanese survivors’ court cases against the Japanese government 

since 1991” (Nishino: Interview with Tsukamoto 23 June 2016). The feminist historian, Fujime Yuki testified that 

the victimisation of Japanese ‘comfort women’ was still valid, notwithstanding the absence of Japanese survivors. 

Accordingly, the judges concluded that “Japanese women were forced to become ‘comfort women’ and, thus 

served as sex slaves” (VAWW-NET Japan: The Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal: Judgement, 2001, 

p. 70). In spite of those Japanese conscientious activists’ efforts, Japanese victims have been still excluded from 

the victimhood status. In 2021, the VAWW RAC halted their activities without further notice.  
12 Lynn Abrams: Oral History Theory. USA & Canada: Routledge 2010. 
13 Even under the state’s licensed prostitution system, recruitment of girls under 18 years of age was prohibited. 

The geisha apprentice system served as a loophole (Onozawa Akane: The Two Sexual Slavery Systems: ‘Comfort 

Women’ under the Japanese Military and Licensed Prostitution in: Júlia Tomás and Nicol Epple (Eds), Sexuality, 

Oppression and Human Rights, Brill 2015, pp. 153-162, here: p.155-6. 

2017: 155-6). 
14 Katherine Barry: The Prostitution of Sexuality, New York University Press 1995. 
15 Barry: The Prostitution of Sexuality, here: pp. 30-35. Barry’s twenty-year research based on her interview 

with prostituted women provides strong empirical support for her theorisation. 
16 Barry: The Prostitution of Sexuality, here: pp. 31-32. 
17 For more details about Kikumaru’s life story, see Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and Integrity, and Sachiyo 

Tsuakamoto: A More Miserable Life than Living in the Jungle: A Japanese ‘Comfort Woman’ Story in: Journal of 

Gender & History, 35, 2023, pp. 305-322 https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0424.12583 . 
18 Dori Laub as cited in Cathy Caruth (Ed.): Trauma: Explorations in Memory, The John Hopkins University 

Press 1995, here: p. 68. 
19 Kazuko Hirota: Shōgen Kiroku Jūgun Ianfu/Kangofu: Senjo ni ikita Onna no Dokoku [Testimonial Records 

of Military Comfort Women/Nurses: Lamentations of the Women who Lived at the Front], Shinjinbutsuōraisha 

2009, here: pp.104-105. The late female journalist, Hirota (1939–2018) interviewed Kikumaru in 1970. 
20 Caroline Norma: The Japanese Comfort Women and Sexual Slavery during the China and Pacific Wars, 

Bloomsbury Academic 2016, here: p. 3. 
21 Susan Rose: Naming and Claiming: The Integration of Traumatic Experience and the Reconstruction of Self in 

Survivors' Stories of Sexual Abuse. In: Kim Lacy Rogers, Selma Leydesdorff, Graham Dawson (Eds.): Trauma 

and Life Stories: International Perspectives, Routledge 1999, pp. 160-179, here: p. 170. 
22 Ronald David Laing: The Divided Self: A Study of Sanity and Madness, Tavistock Publications 1960. 
23 Hirota: Shōgen Kiroku, here: pp. 16-18. 
24 Charlotte Linde: Life Stories: The Creation of Coherence, Oxford University Press 1993. 
25 Linde: Life Stories, here: p. 3. 
26 Linde: Life Stories, here: p. 3. 
27 Jenny Edkins: Trauma and the Memory of Politics, Cambridge University Press 2003, here: p. 4. 
28 Linde: Life Stories, here: p. 3. 
29 Tsukamoto, The Politics of Trauma and Integrity, here: p. 38. 
30  According to Judith Herman: Trauma and Recovery: The Aftermath of Violence–From Domestic Abuse to 

Political Terror, Basic Books 1992, here: p. 199, the fight mode in dealing with trauma encourages a victim of 

trauma to establish “a degree of control over her own bodily and emotional responses that reaffirms a sense of 

power” and “to learn how to live with it, and even how to use it as a source of energy and enlightenment.” In 

contrast, the flight mode as represented in the form of numbness, dissociation and self-as-other allows her to give 

in to despair and abandoning her self. 
31 Herman: Trauma and Recovery. 
32 Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and Integrity, here: P. 42. 
33 Shirota’s long-cherished dream of establishing a permanent care home for former prostituted women finally 

came true as her home, Kanita. The women’s rehabilitation centre was established with state subsidies in 1965. It 

illustrates Shirota’s successful political activism fully supported by the Christian vicar, Fukatsu and Christian 

sisters. For more details, see Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and Integrity. 
34 Herman: Trauma and Recovery, here: pp. 159-175. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/1468-0424.12583
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35 Herman: Trauma and Recovery, here: P. 194. 
36  Caruth: Trauma; Cathy Caruth: Unclaimed Experience: Trauma, Narratives, and History, John Hopkins 

University Press 1996; Edkins: Trauma and the Memory of Politics; Herman: Trauma and Recovery; Dominick 

LaCapra: Writing History, Writing Trauma, The John Hopkins University Press 2001; Shoshana Felman & Dori 

Laub: Testimony: Crises of Witnessing in Literature, Psychoanalysis, and History, Taylor and Francis 2013 

http://www.ebrary.com.ezproxy.newcastle.edu.au access: 27.12.2021. 
37 Amy Novak: Who Speaks? Who Listens? : The Problem of Address in Two Nigerian Trauma Novels, in: Journal 

of Studies in the Novel, 40, 1, 2008, pp.31-51; Zoë Norridge: Perceiving Pain in African Literature, Palgrave 

Macmillan 2013; Catherine Gilbert, Catherine: From Surviving to Living: Voice, Trauma and Witness in Rwandan 

Women’s Writing, Presses Universitaires de la Méditerranée 2018. 
38 Felman & Laub: Testimony, here: pp. 57-58. 
39 Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and Integrity, here: p.  32. 
40 Carol Pateman: The Sexual Contract, Polity Press 1988. 
41 For more details, see Tsukamoto: The Politics of Trauma and Integrity, Chapter 2. 
42 Herman: Trauma and Recovery, here: pp. 196-213. 
43 Nadine Fresco: Remembering the Unknown, in: Journal of International Review of Psycho-analysis, 11, pp. 

417-427 as cited in Felman & Laub: Testimony, here: pp. 64-65. 
44 Naoko Miyaji: Kanjoto: Torauma no Chiseigaku [The Ring Island: Geopolotics of Trauma], Misuzu Shobo 

2007, here: p. 214. 
45 Aurora Levins Morales: Medicine Stories: History, Culture and the Politics of Integrity, South End Press 1998, 

here: p. 7. 
46 Maki Kimura: The Legacy of Injustice and Resistance: Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery in: Chris Beasley and 

Pam Papadelos (Eds.): Living Legacies of Social Injustice: Power and Social Change, Routledge 2024, pp. 173-

190, here: p.175 and p.182. According to Kimuara, “[l]egacy here indicates complex power relations that 

materialise the connection between past, present and future. In the context of the debates over ‘comfort women’, 

legacy concerns political processes of the memorialisation of the past, that is, determining what is to be 

remembered and how.” 
47 Morales: Medicine Stories, here: p. 24. 
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